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• To share important information about KS2 

assessment, including SATs

• To answer any questions about KS2 SATs

• Discuss / share ideas about how you as a parent 

can help your child at home

Aims of the session



There are two ways, both of which are reported to 

parents:

• Formal testing (SATs)

• Teacher Assessed judgements

How are the children assessed?



Statutory Assessment Tests

• All Y6 pupils have to sit tests before they go to 

secondary school

• They provide assessment information – for the 

primary and secondary schools and parents

• In doing so, they assign a national standard to the 

assessment information passed on by a primary 

school

• These tests reflect the 2014 curriculum and 

associated standards – new in 2016 (4th year)

What are KS2 SATs?



• Teacher assessment draws together everything the 

teacher, or teachers, know about a child, including 

observations, marked work and school 

assessments. 

• It is especially important for writing as there is no 
test for this aspect – this is based on teacher 

assessment alone. Samples are checked across 

schools to ensure the national standards are 

applied.

What does Teacher 
Assessment involve?



• From the assessments, your child gains a raw score (the 

actual number of marks they got in an assessment) which is 

then converted into a scaled score. A scaled score of 100
is used to show the National Expected Standard. A score 

above 100 indicates a child achieved above the EXS; a 

scaled score below 100 indicates they achieved below the 

EXS. This scaled score is reported.  

• A Teacher Assessed judgement according to given criteria. 

• N.B. A child can achieve a scaled score below 100 and still 

be Teacher Assessed as being at the Expected Standard.

What information will be reported to parents 
now NC levels have been scrapped?



KS2 Result – Scaled Score

110+ Higher Standard

101 – 109 Above Expected 

Standard

100 Expected Standard

99-80 Below Expected Standard



Subject Teacher 

Assessment 

Bands 

National 

Curriculum Test

Reading  Working at the expected 

standard

Externally set, externally 

marked test

Writing  Working towards the 

expected standard

 Working at the expected 

standard

 Working at greater depth 

within the expected 

standard

No writing test.

There is a separate English 

grammar, punctuation and 

spelling test

Maths  Working at the expected 

standard

Externally set, externally 

marked test (x3 papers; 1 

arithmetic and 2 reasoning)

Science  Working at the expected 

standard

Biennial sample tests



•A timetable is issued to school, telling us on which 

days tests must be administered.

•All children must sit the tests at the same time.

•Test papers are opened in front of the children at the 

appropriate time.

•Tests are completed in our school dining room and 

Year 6 Classrooms.

How is SATs week organised?



Year 6 SATs Week 
8th – 11th May 2023

Tuesday 9th May   Grammar and  punctuation - 45 minutes 

Spelling test – no time limit

Wednesday 10th May English reading test - 1 hour 

Thursday 11th May Paper 1 Arithmetic – 30 minutes 

Paper 2 Reasoning – 40 minutes  

Friday 12th May Paper 3 Reasoning – 40 minutes 



During SATs week:

•Please ensure that your child is in school, on time, 

every day.

•Please don’t book anything during this week e.g. 

doctor’s appointments, unauthorised holidays etc.

•If your child is ill, let us know immediately.



• 1 hour to read booklet and answer questions (50 

marks) 

• There will be 3 texts and sets of questions which 

are all different difficulty levels.

• There are a variety of different questions to be 

answered in different ways.

English SATs: Reading Test



There are 4 main types of questions on the 

reading paper:

•Literal – answer is there in the text

•Deductive – look for clues

•Inferential – read between the lines

•Authorial intent – e.g. why does an author use a 

particular word

English SATs: Reading Test



As the afternoon light started to fade, the cow 
stopped eating grass, stood instead with its head over 

the gate and gazed expectantly down the lane.

Sentence from: ‘A Day in the English Countryside’

1. How light was it? (Literal)

2. What three things did the cow do? (Literal)

3. What time of day was it? (Deductive)

4. Where was the cow? (Deductive)

5. What do you think the cow was expecting? (Inferential)

6. What strategies does the writer use to give the reader so much 

information in a single sentence? (Authorial intent)



How can parents help with 
reading?

• Ensure your child reads every night!

• Encourage them to read fiction and non-fiction.

• Try to ask them questions about the text.

• Help them with the different skills of reading 

especially ‘skim’ reading where they are looking for 

key words in the text.



• 45 minute test on grammar (50 marks)

• 20 spellings (20 marks)

English SATs: Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
(SPaG)





Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar (SPaG/ESPG)

• There are different ways to answer 

questions:













Teacher Assessment of writing 
All statements MUST be demonstrated

Working towards the expected standard 

The pupil can: 

*write for a range of purposes 

*use paragraphs to organise ideas 

*in narratives, describe settings and characters 

*in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the    writing and support the 

reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points) 

*use capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 

contraction mostly correctly 

*spell correctly most words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, and some words from the 

year 5 / year 6 spelling list* 

*write legibly.1 

* These are detailed in the word lists within the spelling appendix to the national 
curriculum (English Appendix 1). Teachers should refer to these to exemplify the words that 
pupils should be able to spell. 

1 At this standard, there is no specific requirement for a pupil’s handwriting to be joined. 







Teacher Assessment of writing 
The Expected Standard can be achieved without handwriting demonstrated

Working at the expected standard 

The pupil can: 

*write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good 

awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions 

and persuasive writing) 

*in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere 

*integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action 

*select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this 

mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs 

to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility) 

*use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs 

*use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing 

*use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly^ (e.g. inverted commas 

and other punctuation to indicate direct speech) 

*spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a dictionary to check 

the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

*maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 











Teacher Assessment of writing 
Working at greater depth 

The pupil can: 

• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and 

drawing independently on what they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. literary 

language, characterisation, structure) 

• distinguish between the language of speech and writing3 and choose the appropriate 

register 

• exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through 

manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this 

• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, 

hyphens) and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid 

ambiguity.^ 

[There are no additional statements for spelling or handwriting] 
These are detailed in the word lists within the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix 1). Teachers 

should refer to these to exemplify the words that pupils should be able to spell. 

^ This relates to punctuation taught in the national curriculum, which is detailed in the grammar and punctuation appendix to

the national curriculum (English Appendix 2). Pupils are expected to be able to use the range of punctuation shown here in 

their writing, but this does not mean that every single punctuation mark must be evident. 

2 The national curriculum states that pupils should be taught to ‘use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 

join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined’. 

3 Pupils should recognise that certain features of spoken language (e.g. contracted verb forms, other grammatical informality, 

colloquial expressions, long coordinated sentences) are less likely in writing and be able to select alternative vocabulary and 

grammar.













Mathematics SATs consist of:

•Paper 1 – Arithmetic – 30 minutes  (40 marks) 

• Paper 2 – Reasoning – 40 minutes (35 marks)

• Paper 3 – Reasoning – 40 minutes (35 marks)

Mathematics

Calculators are not permitted



Typical arithmetic questions



Typical arithmetic questions



•Some questions are worth one mark and therefore 

accuracy is important.

•Other questions are worth two marks and even if the 

answer is wrong, a mark may be given for correct 

working.

•Teachers may read questions in both written papers 

to pupils if asked.

Mathematics 
Papers 2 and 3



•Support with homework – not just helping with the 

Maths but reading the question can really help.

•TIMES TABLES!!!

•Help your child to check their work through – this 

will help them to spot mistakes that can sometimes 

be easily fixed.

How can parents help with 
Mathematics?



What are we doing to help 
pupils prepare for the SATs?

• Focused quality teaching

• Teaching assistant support 

• Booster Groups and One to One Support

• Homework

• Test preparation

• Encouragement!



•The best help is interest taken in learning and 

progress.

•Supporting homework.

•Suitable environment for completing homework 

tasks

•Good communication between the school and home.

•Ensuring attendance at school from now until SATs

How can parents help?



Useful Website

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/



Books to purchase

www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Parent/books_ks2



Thank you 

Any questions…?


