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Dear Parents,

Arallyingcall! I have now been with you forfour weeks and | have alreadyfalleninlove with the
school. | wantto commend all the staff to you, who are working so hard to ensure your children are
enjoying school, receiving high quality teachingand a stimulating curriculum. Itis alsoimportant for
me to acknowledge the role of the office staff who fulfil such akey role in communicating with you
and ensuring that the school systems run smoothly.

| can assure you that you could not have a more dedicated, professional and skilled team willing the
school to succeed aftera good deal of upheaval and change overthe last eighteen months. They are
managing superbly. | thank them from the bottom of my heart forall they give and also fortheir
kindness, patience and support of me as | find my feet.

Your children are wonderful. They are showing care and attention for each otherand are
understandingand appreciative of the new and developing school systems that have been putin
place. | have enjoyed everyinteraction | have had with them and loved the challenge of remembering
new namesand gettingto know theircharacters and personalities. Thisis a privilege foranew
headteacher. Theirdesire tolearnand improve has been most notably seen by me at my Thursday
8am extra mathssession which all the Year 6 children attend! They also appearto enjoy it!

My next paragraphisa pleaforyourcontinued supportand understanding. | have appreciated getting
to know you during Septemberanditis also always a privilege to take on the role of headteacherina
school community where aschool is valued and treasured. Thisis clearly the case in Naburn. | see this
very much as a team effort—a school cannot thrive and flourish without community support. With
thisinmind, | have really been heartened by the help from parents at rugby club, the number of
parents who want to help outon educational visits and the number of peopleinthe village who have
respondedtoourpleato hearchildrenread. All these things help the school succeed and enableitto
getback on track post pandemic. There is much still to do, but togetherwe will doit! Come on
Naburn!

Ethos and vision

| have writtenin previous newsletters, that we are updatingthe school ethos and vision. Staff have
metand togetherwe have chosen aparable fromthe Bible forthe school. Thisisthe parable of the
sower. As a staff we felt that the hope invested by the farmeras he sows seeds represented the hope
invested by ourschool community into ourchildren. The perseverance that he must show to create
the right environment forthe seeds, and the time invested in their future reflects the work put in by
our whole school community to creating the right environment for our pupils to flourish, 'it's not
aboutthe seed, itisthe soilinwhichitis sown'struck a chord with all the staff.
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We have also altered ourthree Christian Core valuesto 'Perseverance, Hope and Community'. Over
the next couple of weeks you will see the headerand footer of school letters altertoreflectthe
changes. We will add a new vision statement that we have been working on, along with a child friendly
version that children canremember, retain, recite and apply to theirlife in school and athome.

The plan isthat we introduce this to the childrenin theme week that will start on Monday 11t
October. This will be the launch week and an opportunity forthe childrentolearn, contribute, take
partinand add to the work we have started. We are planningaweek’s worth of activities and will use
this as a base forour Harvest Festival service at the Church on Thursday 215 Octoberat 10.30am. All
parents will be invited to this and more details will follow in the next fortnight.

Our weekly celebration worship will alter. Instead of the usual 'teacherawards' that are given out,
teacherswill hand out three awards - one for perseverance, one for hope and one for community. We
believethatthiswill help the childrento understand the meaning of these values, and that you as
parents will be more interested and invested in them if you know that these values are recognised and
looked forinyourchildren.

We areincredibly excited about the potential forthis new work and where it will lead the school.

School Council and Worship Team

Overthe next couple of weeks we will be holding School Council and Worship Team elections. |thank
Miss Brett for agreeingto take on the role of teacherin charge of the School Council. The children
might have come home overthe weekend expressing their desireto be a member of this group and
some might even be thinkingand planning theirelection speech and campaign! Please do encourage
themifthisis the case. We very much look forward to the contributions that they will make to our
school and the projects that they involve themselves in and what this will add to our community.

Afterthis, children will also be invited to become part of the School Worship Team. This group will
have responsibility for helping me plan Worship Themes forthe term, lead aspects of Worship and
alsolead Worshipinschool. | have already had numerous children keenly volunteering forthis role. So
many that we will need elections forthisrole aswell!

Shoe Box Appeal

You received a letterlast week explaining about our Shoebox appeal to help to support the wonderful
work of ‘Children in Distress’ - a charity which supports needy and sick children in Romania. Please
remind yourself of the following details.
e Please wrap shoe boxes with Christmas paper. Please wrap the lids separately in case the
box needs to be opened up by customs.
e Please complete the Shoebox label which can be found in the leaflet (boy/girl/age/items
included) and stick the label to the lid of the box. Items placed in the boxes could indude
toothbrush /toothpaste / barof soap/sponge / hairbrush / hairaccessories forgirls / small

new soft toy / small toy for girlsand boys / stationeryitems/ pencils / crayons / sweets —
NOT chocolate / hats / gloves / socks.

o If youare able, we also ask for a donation of £2 to supportthe charity with the shipping of
the boxes, which please keep separate and putinthe donation moneyboxes when you drop
off your shoebox.

Taking responsibility for the care of others is an important part of embracing our Church School
distinctiveness. We are hoping that each child at school will fill a shoebox full of little gifts for children
who really deserve agift this Christmas and who without ashoe box would get nothing.

We will be collecting completed boxes at school drop off on Thursday 14* October. If needed, wehave
extraleaflets available in the office. Thank you
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https://www.childrenindistress.org/shoebox-appeal/
https://www.childrenindistress.org/

Volunteers to hear childrenread in school

Please still getintouch with the school office if you can afford any amount of time to hearchildren
read duringthe school day. Thisis particularlyimportant forthe children’s learning afterall the lost
time lastyeardue to the pandemic. You can play a big part in helping children to develop alove of
readingand get them back on track with theirlearning. Asyou willknow, itis essential forlearning
and isthe key to children enjoying their school experience. Readingis our main drive and you can help
play a part.

Walk to School Week 11th — 15th October 2021

York will be holding October’s Walk to School Week which we are excited to be enteringand the
competition forthe Jack Archer Award from 11" — 15% October. The winning school will be awarded
the much coveted Trophy and £300 prize money to be spent on equipmentto encourage active travel
or sports. As in previous years cycling and scooting counts as well as walking, and even the school bus,
so everyone canjoinin. We just ask that the caris leftathome and not used at all forthe journeyto
school, especially because we are entering the competition forthe Jack Archer Trophy. The prize is
awarded to the school that hasthe highest percentage of children leaving the carat home and
walking, cycling or scooting to school overthe week.

Thiswill be the 18™ year of the very popularJack Archer Award and the event continues to get better
each year. Jack was an Alderman of York who neverowned a car, preferring to walk everywhere and
lived toaged 92. He was also Chairman and President of Age UK York, who have regularly supported
our annual Walk to School Week as part of theirintergenerational work.

Children love walking, cycling and scooting to school, and it helps keep them fit and healthy. Reducing
the number of cars on the journey to school helps make the roads saferand helps cut harmful air
pollution around school, which children are more susceptible to. Thisis even more important now at a
time when everyoneis beingencouraged to walk orcycle theirjourneys where they can.

To help encourage more walking and cycling to school please use the link provided to

an animation which shows how inconsiderate driver behaviouraround school affects children from
their point of view and how school could be if everyone walked, cycled or parked further away from
the school. More information about tackling the school run can be found on the iTravel website.

The LA have added a further challenge for schools during Walk to School Week. COP26is the 2021
United Nations annual climate change conference, which will bring together world leaders to commit
to urgent global climate action. Each of us has a part to play, and travelling actively and sustainably to
school isa great way for everyday peopleto go about theirlivesin quietly revolutionary ways—
helping cut carbon emissions and making the UKand the wider world a greener place!

It's 210 miles between Glasgow and York, and we want our school to challenge itself to ‘walk’ all of the
way there overthe week!
- Schoolswill take partas normal by recording all of our active/sustainable journeys, so there’s
no extrawork for us or the pupils to do.
- Eachjourney we record will be classed as ‘1 mile’ towards the 210 mile target. We might even
wantto challenge ourselves to walk to Glasgow and back!
- The LA want to see how many trips to Glasgow we can collectively complete, and will
calculate how much CO, we’ve saved together!
- Ifthere are enough schools taking part, with every class getting involved, we could even walk
all the way around the globe!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh-0Xl2BPtQ
https://www.itravelyork.info/travel2school
https://together-for-our-planet.ukcop26.org/

KS1 Meetthe Teacher

Thank youto all the parents who attended the KS1 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session on Thursday. | know
that those parents who came along found it very helpful in understanding class organisation and
systems and how they can best support theirchild’s learning at school. Thank you to Mrs Wood, Mrs
Rotchell and Mrs Sloan-King forarranging, preparing and leading this session.

Parent/Headteacher Meetings

| am looking forward to meeting more of you this week at my first headteacher/parent meetings.
These will take place today, beginning at 4.30pm. Parents who wished to attend should have already
received appointment times forthis particular date. If you would like to meet me individually in the
future, please see the dates below.

Meeting Date Time
Monday 8" November 4.30pm to 6pm
Monday 22" November 4.30pm to 6pm
Monday 6" December 4.30pm to 6pm

Picture News

Story: It is estimated that peoplein Britain are sending over 1.6 billion non-biodegradable face masks
to landfill every single month. In Wales, one company is working to turn hospital waste into new
masks with 65% recycled materials.

Question: Should disposable face masks be banned?

Virtual Assembly: Found on the Picture News website, just add /discuss

TT Rockstars
Quick reminderaboutthe TT Rockstars battles. See details below. The times have beensettoonly
allow the coinsto be earned between the hours of 7am to 7pm.

Date Year Groups Battling

27.9.21-4.10.21 Year 5, Year 3 and Year 2

4,10.21-11.10.21 Year 3 andYear4

11.10.21-18.10.21 Year5 andYear 6

18.10.21- 01.11.21 Whole School Battle- All Year Groups (Year 1 -6)

We are looking forward to seeing everyone practising their tables and challenging themselves to
improve every week.

Thank you to Mrs Mann for organising these for the year groups and classes.

Jean Dale’s 90" Birthday
Jeanis celebrating her 90" birthday on Saturday and everyone isinvited to celebrate with herinthe
church. Callinanytime between 9.30 and 12.30pm fora hotdrink and a biscuit. There will alsobe a
tombolaand otherstalls.

| hope that you all have a good week and | look forward to seeingyou.

Bestwishes
A,

/"/ //ﬂ/!_

Jonathan Green
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